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Introduction

The research abstracts presented in this report are the result of
an extensive review of theory and empirical evidence concerning social
reinforcement, A brief description concerning the manner in which the
literature review was conducted, the subsequent organization of research
topics and the current format employed in presenting the abstracts should
facilitate the use of this document, - .

It was initially deemed appropriate that the three research asso-
ciates responsible for conducting the literature survey each direct
their reviewing efforts to the different fields of concern that have
examined and discussed social reinforcement concepts. The aress were
identified and divided among the reviewers as follows: ‘

,I-' Contingency management, learning theory. educational
©  psychology, personality theory.,

II. Attitude theory, person perception, nonverbal
cammunication, group dynamics, decision theory,

111, Motlvation theory, wage and salary administration,
" leadership theory.\“

Upon conclusion of the survey, an analysis of the research re-
vealed that specific areas of interest could be identified within the
‘body of studies that had been reviewed and which were largely 1ndepend-
ent of the particular "fields"” in which they had been conducted; i,e.,
leadership, educational psychology, decision making etc, The analysis
indicated that the emphasis of research has been upon process and situ-
ational variables that moderate the effectiveness of social reinforce-
ment, It is classes of these varlables that have served to organize
most of the surveyed research.

The topies that were subseguently distinguished and used to classify
each of the studies are as follows:

Topic Numher o o o Topic
1l o Characterlstxcs of the Subject, S
clinical abnormality, parental associa-
tion, socioeconomic status, sex, age,
race, personality characteristics.,
27 . Characteristics of the Reinforcing Agent

3\‘ S | . inétrumental:Behaviors;_e.g;,'verbel
~° ... ... . . ... .. behavior, classroas behavior,

1l



4 Dynamics of tre Social Reinforcement
Process, e,g., reinforcement schedules,
vicarious reinforcement, awareness of
performance~reward contingencies, moti-
vation theory, satiation of social

approval, SR

5 Incentives, e.g., variety of social in-
centives, comparison of social vs. non-
social incentives,

Scaling of Incentives,

Reinforcement Parameters in Daily Life

Research Reviews

o ;e 3 O

Fort Ord Merit Reward System

Following this introduction is a topic and reference index, In the
first column to the immediate right of each reference is the page mumber
of this document on which the research abstract is presented, The second
column to the right presents the topic mmber(s) that corresponds to the
numbering system above, This numbering system enables references to be
identified according to their subject matter, Some studies have multiple
topic references indicating that the research is relevant to each of the
topics identified, In such a series, the topic references are ordered
fram most directly relevant to least directly relevant,

The abstracts themselves appear alphabetically according to senior
author and adhere, for the most part, to a standard format. The subject
or objective of the research is first identified, Methods and results
of the study immediately follow, Topic referenze numbers appear again
with the abstract in the right hand corner of the page, Page numbers
are presented at bottom center.

A review of the literature concerning social reinforcement is pre-~

L e

sented in AFHRL-TR-T4-9(1), —
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